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| The CESES Mission

The Center for Social and Economic Strategies is an interdisciplinary research 
and teaching unit developing the theory, methodology and practice of 
exploring possible futures and applying forecasts to public policy issues. The 
CESES: 

�     Identifies key issues and development priorities for the Czech Republic.

�    Produces particular and comprehensive analyses, scenarios, visions and 
strategies of social, economic, environmental and political development of 
the Czech Republic in a global context.

� Promotes a dialogue with specialists, politicians, public administration 
officials, representatives of the civil sector, and individual citizens.

� Creates cognitive and methodological prerequisites for improving the 
strategic management of the country. 



4 | │ CESES FSS CU │ Annual Report 2003 │ | 5 │ CESES FSS CU │ Annual Report 2003 │

| From the Head of CESES

Dear Friends of Good Future,

The ability to make forecasts is a telltale 
sign of intellect. Individual societies differ 
dramatically in this respect. In Finland, 
a parliamentary committee for the future 
has been active for a decade now and has 
commissioned several comprehensive reports 
mapping that country’s future developmental 
options. The United Kingdom spends millions 
of pounds each year to fund a strategic 
formation unit that is a component part of 
the Prime Minister’s Office and in addition 

to its forecasting and strategic planning duties also proposes concrete methodological 
guidelines for the application of strategic thinking and management in British public 
administration. Malaysia, for its part, has developed a system of producing periodically 
updated long-term prospects and intermediate concepts… 
The mission of our Center for Social and Economic Strategies at Charles University’s 
Faculty of Social Sciences, established in October 2000, is to participate in systematic 
exploration of possible futures of the country, to identify looming threats and 
developmental possibilities, to outline visions, strategies and concepts for its future 
development. How far have we progressed on this journey?
We have published three books in as many years that follow up on each other and 
actually are the first three component parts of one project still in progress: Visions 
for the Development of the Czech Republic Until 2015 (Prague, Gutenberg 2001, 250 
pages), Guide to the Priorities for the Czech Republic (Prague, Gutenberg 2002, 690 
pages), and Travelling in the Czech Future (Prague, Gutenberg 2003, 365 pages). In the 
past year we focussed our efforts on the production and presentation of yet another 
summary publication – National Human Development Report 2003 – Czech Republic, 
subtitled Where Do We Come From and Where Are We Going To? (MJF, Prague 2003). 
This compilation was presented to members of the Senate of the Czech Parliament 
and an English version of the book has been released. In addition, we have released a 
publication by Palo Frič et al., The Czechs on the Path to Their Own Future  (GplusG, 
Prague 2003).
However, we are not limiting ourselves to producing books only. We have launched 
an indigenous series of CESES Working Papers. We take part in several other research 
projects in and outside the Czech Republic. We organize conferences, the latest of which 
was international, having passed under the keynote Capacity to Govern in Central 
and Eastern Europe, with the international NGO Network of Institutes and Schools of 
Public Administration in Central and Eastern Europe acting as a fellow-organizer. e 
conference was held under the auspices of the Czech Prime Minister, PhDr. Vladimír 
Špidla, and the list of participants included Prof. Yehezkel Dror (Hebrew University, 
Israel), Geoff Mulgan (Strategy Unit, Prime Minister’s Office, United Kingdom), and 
Mrs. Maria Joao Rodrigues (Chairperson, EC Advisory Group on Social Sciences and 
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Professor at Lisbon University, Portugal), among other guests. We are increasing our 
share in educating university students, and we have opened a new course, Exploring 
the Future of the Czech Republic, intended for students working towards their master 
degrees at the faculty of Social Sciences at Charles University. We aim to present the 
outcomes of our endeavour to the public. We hold scheduled consultations with those 
interested in our approaches and fi ndings. Our articles appear in the daily press and 
specialized periodicals and present our fi ndings to the listeners of public-service Czech 
Radio. 
Our effort is consistently to invite and engage experts and the general public, political 
leaders and civil servants, in everything we do. Therefore we launched, in 2002, a series 
of regular get-togethers over miscellaneous interesting topics that have to do with our 
activities. Our lecturers are joined at these meetings by guest lecturers from the Czech 
Republic and abroad. The meetings take place every third Tuesday afternoon in the 
historical ambience of Prague’s Karolinum and we chose to call them Workshops of the 
Future.
We cannot remain indifferent as to what direction the implementation of the strategic 
dimension of management will take at the level of central state administration. Here 
we see a vast and hitherto untapped potential for material and structural innovation 
which, if used, would place the Czech Republic ahead of the countries which take 
this dimension of management seriously. Anyway, this much ensues from the 
recommendations of the International Forum on National Visions and Strategies, held 
in May 2002 in Seoul, as well as from the present and future requirements our country 
must meet as the date of its EU entry approaches. We are prepared actively to share 
in the development of a strategic dimension of management and provide a matching 
cognitive and methodological background, e.g. by means of specialized working 
seminars for the Government and its individual Ministries.
I trust this Annual Report will also help spread information about the services that 
the Center for Social and Economic Strategies at Charles University’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences has to offer to interested persons and institutions inside as well as 
outside the country. We will be grateful for your comments and suggestions on how 
to further improve our performance. Maybe we shall meet again one fine day and 
work together to achieve something…

Prof. PhDr. Martin Potůček, CSc., MSc.
Head, CESES
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| The CESES Research Team

Public and Social Policies, Forecasting
Head of the CESES.

Theory and Methodology of Forecasting, Civil Sector.
Head of Research.

Educational Policy, Human and Social Resources. 
Project manager.

National Identity.

IT and Pension Reform.

Media and Public Communications.

Health and Social Services.

Economic Development and Issues of European Integration.

Population Development and its Social and Political Implications.

Public Administration, Public Services and IT.

Quality of Life and Sustainable Development.

Public Administration and Public Sector.

Constitutional and Political Systems. 

National Identity, Values and Interests.

Issues Related to Regional Development and Public 
Administration.

Educational Policy and Issues Relating to the Development of 
Human Resources.

Prof. Martin Potůček, PhD.

PhDr. Pavol Frič

Doc. Jaroslav Kalous, PhD.

Mgr. Eva Abramuszkinová – Pavlíková

Mgr. Aleš Bednařík

Ing. Jiřina Dienstbierová

Mgr. Petra Kopecká

PhDr. Jana Marková

RNDr. Miroslava Mašková, PhD.

Mgr. Martin Nekola

RNDr. Pavel Nováček, PhD.

Doc. PhDr. František Ochrana, DrSc.

PhDr. Miroslav Purkrábek, PhD.

Ing. Libor Prudký

Ing. Jan Přikryl, PhD.

Mgr. Arnošt Veselý



6 | │ CESES FSS CU │ Annual Report 2003 │ | 7 │ CESES FSS CU │ Annual Report 2003 │

| Principal Research Projects

CESES continues to systematically explore possible futures and to analyse 
possible impacts and implications of selected strategic moves and alternative 
scenarios of the future development.
The project has yielded the study Travelling in the Czech Future (page 13) as 
a follow-up to the previous CESES publications, Visions for the Development 
of the Czech Republic Until 2015, and Guide to the Priorities for the Czech 
Republic. 

Strategic Moves identify innovative steps towards the modernization of the 
Czech Republic. 
• Promotion of knowledge in key production factors
• System of comprehensive security management in the Czech Republic
• Bringing territorial communities to life
• Developmental paths to social cohesiveness and to national and civic 

identity
• Upgrading democracy in the Czech Republic
• The Czech Republic enters the EU political communication and 

decision-making space: challenges, issues, solutions
• Innovative thinking, adaptability and competitiveness of the Czech economy 

on European and global scale
• Reform of public administration and selected public services.

The empirical research of life strategies of the Czech population attempts to 
identify what people believe in, hope for, aspire to, and how they intend to 
achieve that. The research provides basic data on the prospective orientation 
of our society, focussing on issues related to disparities in the citizens’ 
perceptions and evaluations of both the present and the future. The project 
yielded the publication, The Czechs on the Path to Their Own Future.

A quantitative sociological probe into the elites designed to study their 
attitudes towards the modernization of the Czech society in 2003. This 
research follows up on the previous empirical study of the population’s life 
strategies. This effort will result in a publication which would evaluate the 
outcomes of the research and present a comparison of both studies (to be 
released in 2004).

Exploring Possible 
Futures

Strategic Moves

Empirical Research 
of Strategies for 
Life

Quantitative 
Research of the 
Elites
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Compound 
Indicators

Scenarios for 
Strategic Conduct 
of the Czech 
Republic in the 
European Union

The Economy 
of the Czech 
Republic in the New 
Environment of the 
European Union

Systematic 
Development of 
Methodology of 
Forecasting

Research of Social 
Cohesion

Economic, Social 
and Cultural 
Sources of 
Educational 
Inequalities and the 
Determinants of 
Life Success

Formation, analysis structure, time series and predictions. These indicators 
aim to measure the quality of life at global, national and regional levels. The 
study will be published in 2005.

An expert probe aimed at the strategic conduct of the Czech Republic 
vis-à-vis the European Union in 2003. Its authors interviewed scores of 
experts. The outcomes of the study will be summed up in the publication The 
Czech Element in the European Union – Strategic Conduct of the Czech Republic 
in the European Union, to be released in 2004. 

A probe into the economic chances of the Czech Republic in the European 
Union. The resultant study, The Economy of the Czech Republic in the New 
Environment of the European Union, will be released in 2004. 

A grant project of the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic. Systematic 
monitoring, experimental verification, development and evaluation of 
internationally used forecasting methods and procedures. Development of 
new methods and their inclusion in an all-embracing complex of forecasting 
methodologies and practical exploration of the future development of the 
Czech Republic. 

A study within the framework of a national research program commissioned by 
the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs. The project comes complete with an 
empirical probe into the mechanisms of social cohesion in the Czech Republic. 
The study deals with mechanisms of social cohesion and their implications 
especially from the angle of stratification and impacts on the development of 
the welfare state. The outcome of the project is the study Mechanisms of Social 
Cohesion, Stratification and the Role of the Welfare State.

A grant project of the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic in cooperation with 
the Institute of Sociology and the National Economic Institute of the Czech 
Academy of Sciences.
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The project builds upon the United Nations Development 
Fund concept of human development and the focus 
is also on the parameters that are characteristic of the 
economic and social conditions of life of Czech society. 
The project s aim was to prepare, in conjunction with 
the International Labour Organization and the UNDP, 
a Human Development Report – Czech Republic 2003, 
subtitled Where Do We Come From ? Who Are We? Where 
Are We Going To?

The study is part of a set of four reports on the implementation of the Millennium 
Goals in four Central European Countries – the Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Slovenia and the Slovak Republic. All four national reports are incorporated 
into a summarizing report for the entire region. 
The project was conceived in collaboration with UNDP. The study, now under 
preparation, will be released in Spring 2004.

Since 2001, CESES has been a research “hub” of the 
Millennium Project (UN University, Washington 
D.C., U.S.A.) for Central and Eastern Europe. The 
project is a think-tank set up by close interaction of 
various institutional, professional and geographic 
orientations. Such research hubs combine together 
local and global findings arrived at in 11 regions all 
over the world. 

An EU program funded under the COST A15 project. Its 
chief objective is to broaden awareness about the reform 
of European social protection systems in the context of 
globalization and European integration.

| International Projects

Human 
Development Report 
– Czech Republic 
2003

Millennium 
Development Goals 
for the Czech 
Republic

Millennium Project

Dynamics of 
Transformation of 
the Czech Social 
Protection System 
in the Context 
of Globalization 
and European 
integration
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Expert Knowledge 
and Policy-Making. 
Sharing the Czech 
and American 
Experience

Mental Health and 
Policy Research 
Training

The Third 
Sector and the 
Development of 
European Policy 

Quality of Life in the 
Candidate Countries

Visions for the 
Development of the 
Slovak Republic

A joint project of CESES and The 
Carl Vinson Institute of Government 
(University of Georgia). The aim was 
to identify similarities and differences in the methodology of cooperation 
and interaction between university research teams and public administration 
authorities in the Czech Republic and the United States. CESES’ Aleš Bednařík 
spent one year at the Institute as an intern participating in the research work of 
that organization.

The project was funded by NISPAcee 
(Network of Institutions and Schools 
of Public Administration in Central 
and Eastern Europe) and NASPAA 
(National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration, U.S.A.). 

A project undertaken in cooperation with The 
School of Public Health, University of California, 
Berkeley, CA. Its objective was to introduce highly 
specialized interdisciplinary courses for economists, 
social scientists, psychologists, physicians and possibly also other social and 
political science graduates at post-doctoral level. 
CESES’ Arnošt Veselý is undergoing a year-long internship under this 
cooperation scheme. 

A joint project of nine EU Member States and the Czech Republic to analyse 
impacts of the EU policy on the public policies of individual countries concerning 
the NGO sector. The project is funded by the European Commission.

A probe into the quality of life in EU Member States and accession countries 
under the guidance of the European Foundation for Improving Living and 
Working Conditions – CESES participation in a working group of experts.

We continue close cooperation with the Institute for Public 
Issues (IVO) in Bratislava.



10 | │ CESES FSS CU │ Annual Report 2003 │ | 11 │ CESES FSS CU │ Annual Report 2003 │

| Significant Events

Seminars, conferences, roundtables and presentations of research outcomes 
form an important part of the CESES activities. They serve as tools of fulfilling 
our mission, i.e. to promote a dialogue with experts, politicians, public 
administration officials, representatives of the civil sector, and indeed also 
rank-and-file citizens.

CESES continues to hold periodical debates on miscellaneous topics which 
we call Workshops of the Future. We have provided opportunities for those 
willing to discuss selected issues relating to life in the Czech Republic and their 
long-term solutions. As time passed by, these Workshops had stood out as a 
significant platform and meeting ground for experts in various fields, and the 
scope of issues debated had gradually been extended (as evidenced by the list 
of topics under discussion, for which see below). However, linkage to CESES 
projects still was the lowest common denominator.

February � Action Plan for the Development of the South Bohemian 
Region: Health Issues and Determinants

March � Rich Democracies: Political Economy, Public Policy, and 
Performance

April

� Economic Development Towards Convergence; Information 
Society and the Economy

� Perspectives of Population Ageing in Europe and in the 
Czech Republic: A Concept of Active Ageing

� State of the Future 2003 

May � Travelling in the Czech Future – the Czech Republic’s future 
in EUM 

June � Johannesburg plus One

September � Slovakia on the Journey into the Unknown

October � The System of Comprehensive Security Control in the CR 
� Freedom in Society

November � Promoting Knowledge as a Key Factor of Production

December

� Modernization Strategy of the Population and its Value 
Background

� Enhancing Government‘s Capacity to Think and Act 
Strategically

Workshops of the 
Future

Workshops‘ Issues
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Other Activities

Press Conferences

March

� Foresight
        (seminar in conjunction with the Czech Academy of 

Sciences Technological Centre, Senate Building, Czech 
Republic)

May
� Travelling in the Czech Future
        (public presentation and disputation of the publication, 

Karolinum Small Hall, Charles University)

June
� Human Development Report – Czech Republic 2003
        (book presentation in conjunction with UNDP, Senate 

Building, Czech Republic)

July
� Strategic Choices for the Czech Republic
        (joint seminar of the Government of the Czech Republic 

and CESES, Koloděje)

October
� National Human Development Report for the Czech 

Republic  2003
        (book presentation, West Bohemian University, Pilsen)

November

� National Human Development Report for the Czech 
Republic  2003

        (book presentation, Prague School of Economics)
� National Human Development Report for the Czech 

Republic  2003
        (book presentation, Prague School of Economics)

December

� National Human Development Report for the Czech 
Republic  2003

        (book presentation, Faculty of Social Sciences, Prague)
� MDGR Working Meeting
        (working seminar in conjunction with UNDP,  Ministry of 

Labour and Social Affairs)
� CESES Working Conference
        (working conference, Charles University)
� Capacity to Govern in Central and Eastern Europe        

(international conference under the auspices of Czech 
Prime Minister V. Špidla held in collaboration with the 
NISPAcee  Bratislava, Corinthia Towers Hotel, Prague)

In 2003 CESES organized 6 press conferences where took part in more than 16 
domestic and foreign experts and politicians.
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| Main Outputs of the Year

Potůček M. et al. 
Prague, Gutenberg, 2003
A follow-up to the two preceding publications 
(Visions for the Development of the Czech 
Republic Until 2015 and Guide to the Priorities 
for the Czech Republic), the study extends 
conceptual explorations of possible futures. An 
analysis is made of the nature, consequences 
and connections of selected strategic moves and 
scenarios of future development. Contains an 
extensive English summary.

Potůček M. at al. 
Prague 2003
The study proceeds from the concept of 
human development as perceived in the UN 
Development Program, paying attention, at the 
same time, to the parameters that characterize 
the economic and social conditions of life in 
Czech society and developing them into five 
draft studies on the future development of the 
Czech Republic. The study was carried out by 
CESES in cooperation with the UNDP and the 
ILO. In Czech and English.

Frič P. at al.
Prague, GplusG, 2003
is empirical research of the life strategies 
of the Czech population attempts to identify 
what the people believe in, hope for, aspire 
to how they intend to achieve that. e study 
provides basic data on the prospective ori-
entation of Czech society, focusing on issues 
related to disparities in the citizens’ percepti-
ons and evaluations of both the present and 
the future.

Travelling in the 
Czech Future

National Human 
Development 
Report. Czech 
Republic 2003

The Czechs on the 
Path to Their Own 
Future
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Mechanisms of 
Social Cohesion, 
Stratification and 
the Role of the 
Welfare State

Working Papers

Machonin P. a tal.
Prague, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, 2003
e study examines the concept of social cohesion and its implications especi-
ally from the vantage point of stratification and impacts on the development of 
the welfare state.

A CESES edition of professional papers by staff members and other fellow 
researchers.

In 2003 were published:
� Cyber-Czechs on the Path to their Own Future
        Bednařík A.
� Knowledge-Driven Development, Conceptual Framework and its
        Application to the Czech Republic
        Veselý A.
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| Financial Statements

The 2002 operating and overhead costs of CESES were covered by the 
Government Budget (Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport). Charles 
University provided office space. Funds were replenished from grant resources 
and both short-term and long-term partnership projects conducted by CESES. 
The CESES assets are deposited on a special account opened for CESES by the 
Faculty of Social Sciences of Charles University in Prague. The figures stated 
below were derived from the formal documentation of the Faculty of Social 
Sciences of Charles University in Prague.

Government Budget Funds TCZK
(thousands)

Material consumption 1 022,5
Travel expenses  88,1
Refreshments 35,6
Other services 2 456,0
Staff remuneration 3 842,6
Other personal expenses 769,1
Insurance 1 453,4
Other costs 43,9
Depreciation 1 003,1
Institutional costs 81,7
Total 10 795,9
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Funds due to grants awarded - individual 
projects

2003 
annual 

turnover

Expert knowledge and policy making  78,6

Systematic development of  forecasting methodology 709,0

Economic, social and cultural sources of educational 
inequalities  and life success determinants 90,0

Millennium Development Goals for the Czech Republic 32,0

The Third Sector and the Development of European Policy 457,9

Mechanisms of social cohesion, stratification and the role 
of the welfare state 1 990,0

Mental Health and Policy Research Training 155,0

Human Development Report – Czech Republic 2003  570,2

Dynamics of Transformation of the Czech Social Protection 
System in the Context of Globalization and European 
integration

 390,0

Total 4472,7

Government 
Budget Funds

Other 
sources
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| Contact Information

CESES FSV UK 
Celetná 20 
116 36 Prague 1
Czech Republic

(+420) 224491493 (secretariat)
(+420) 224227950

http://ceses.cuni.cz
ceses@mbox.fsv.cuni.cz

Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University 
Smetanovo nábřeží 6 
10 01 Prague 1
Czech Republic

Charles University 
Ovocný trh 
116 36 Prague 1
Czech Republic

00216208
001-00216205

Address

Phone:
Fax:

Web:
E-mail:

Seat of Faculty

Seat of University

Identification no.
Tax id. no.
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| CESES Staff Contact

Name:

Abramuszkinová-Pavlíková Eva

Dienstbierová Jiřina

Emanovská Marie (secretariat)

Frič Pavol

Kalous Jaroslav

Mandíková Zuzana (Secretary)

Marková Jana

Mašková Miroslava

Nekola Martin

Nováček Pavel

Ochrana František

Potůček Martin (Head)

Purkrábek Miroslav

Veselý Arnošt

E-mail:

evapavlik@yahoo.com

dienstbierova@mbox.fsv.cuni.cz

emanov@mbox.fsv.cuni.cz

fric@mbox.fsv.cuni.cz

jaroslav.kalous@mistral.cz

mandikova.zuzana@seznam.cz

jmarkova@mbox.fsv.cuni.cz

maskovam@mbox.fsv.cuni.cz

nekola@centrum.cz

nov@aix.upol.cz

ochrana@vse.cz

potucek@mbox.fsv.cuni.cz
http://martinpotucek.cz

purkrab@mbox.fsv.cuni.cz

vesely.arnost@centrum.cz

Link:

489

489

494

674

500

493

498

490

496

674

498

492

491

496

Dial +420 224 491 111 to reach the switchboard
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